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Recently I ta1ke~ to a woman who was very upset a

bout an article she had read in which the Methodist 

Church was viciously ani unjustly criticised . Seh asked 

me if there was someway to stop such attacks . I told 

her taht every since the beginnings of our church there 

have been those who have thhown stones at it. It 1s said 

that the homes of the early Methodists were recognized 

by the number of broken windows , where people had thrown 

rocks at the homes of Methodists . 

In ~ estimation aome of the attacks on the Methodist 

Church are a compliment. You are lalown for your enemies 

as well 8S for your friends . It is a compliment that 

certaln people are th r owing rocks at the Methodist chure 

It would be worse if these same people were friends of 

Methildism. 

The Methodist Church 1s not perfect•.~-ft~-Me~-
It has ita 

~~e~~eea~~~-~hat-w8~-.Re-e.~4~~-.~~~~ft-~a.¥e-J-• .a. 
faults . Those who love the church are the first to re
cognize the faults . ~t the good in Methodism far out

ahines her imperfections . 

I believe in the Methodist Church. M;ylove and admir

stioD for the Methodiat Church has increased, my devo



tioh. e.Ik'I loy-ality bave intendfiea .<..:9 Let me tell you, then 

vhat I believe to be aome of the ver~· good thing, about 

Met:!:od isil. 

1. What'a good about the Methodiat Churchl It, empha

a1, on a personal Christ1an experience. 

Th. bUlinee. of t~. church to~ay i, the tame at it hal 

always been - to help men find God - and to come to know 

Him , lova Him, and lerve Him . "God vas in Chri,t reconcil

ing the world unto Himsel fl! 11 the way :Paul put it . God il 

found thru Chrilt. The hipe of the vorld il Jelul Christ. 

That hal been ani continue. to be the emphali. of Methodil' 

For example, our program of ~nri.tlan education hal 

that aim. It desires to help m'·n find God. to come to kDo, 

him, love and serve him. That 11 the purpose of the ehurcl 

Ichool. Stu~y the curriculum ot the Methodist Church 

School and you will dilcover that il what th'. program 

accomplilhe, it carried out correctly. 

You lee, the Methodi,t church believes that a child 

never hal to wander into the far country. The prodigal was 

at home when we tirlt lee him in t!:e olpel. He did not 

have to wander otf into the tar country betore e reeog

niled hi. Fatherl love. That's what our church Ichool i, 



( ?<o..,
trying to do - help even the little child to come to know 

and love and lerve J elul Chrilt. 

A Ichool boy once wrote and ell.Y on pin, . tte wrote: 

"~inl .ave looos of liv•• each year" The puzzled t eacher 

••ked , "How do pins save 1000. of lives each yearT" He 

laid , "by people not ,wallowing them" 

Well , Methodi,t church Ichooll lave 1000. each year . 

SowT By keeping boy. and girll froe wandering into the 

~ar country of lin and e.il . 

The theme of Methodi.t hae alway. been the Chrilt of 

the gOlpell - not. Chrilt who i, covered with all kind, 

of theological garb , but a livine Chrilt , a wroking and 

laving Chrilt . Not theology, but Chrilt . e leno. that. 

perlon ~v be t eologieally correct and Itill be IOund a

'leep Ipiritually . 

an Iowan once drOT. to New York City . Atter emerging 

from one of the tunnell, be law. maze o· Itreetl with no 

ide. which way to go •• So he ju.t .topped . A friendly 

officer .houted., ".ell Iowa where do you want to goT" 

So the man told him, the policeman .topped all the traffic 

and let the Iowan get on the right Itreet . 

That the church l , budne..-to give people direction 
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~ when your oing the rl~t way , you knwv it . That ', 

what ve mean by perlonal experience . 

2 What ' , good about the The nour

i,ment it give. it member• • 

N wborn babe. in Christ . whether 1 ~ay old or 1000 

years old , need nourlahment. It I, the bUlin••• of the 

ohurch, not only to direct people in the right directton , 

but to reed the. whtl. on the road . 

Every part of the church', program I, dlr.~ted to that 

end . The worship ,arvic. , the church eebool , woman. ~roup. 

youth groupe, etc. 

The opportunitl•• fro nourishment offered thru the pro

gram of the church are unlimited. - - In thl, connection 

let 1111 say that the Methodht church is not tr::inc: to make 

all of ber member. alike . Jelul didn't make puppet' out of 

men - nor is the Methodist church interested in JD&k:lng 

Charly McCarthyls out of it memeberl. 

3. What ' , good about the Methodiat church? Its or~ 

iaation; its connectloDallsm. We Metho'lsta do things to

gether . 

A Roman Catholic said to a Methodist one day . MOf all 

~rotestant mInisters I admire John Wesley most of all . It 



We_ley bsA been a Catholic ve vould be recognized aa a~ 

aaint . " The Methodist aaid .1 far aa he vaa concerned 

Welley v •• a aaint . He vaa &1 ao a genuis at organization . 

He i. reaponaible tor this tightly knit organisation knovn 

a. the Met· odiat Church. 

Let one give you one example ot Method.i ••la connection 

ali,m in action. Several year8 ago 2 ot our bi.hopi te

turned trom Korea reporting that moat of the Metho iat 

churchea there bad b.en deatroyed . They aaid that the 

Ar~ would furni,h manpover to help rebuild the., it the 

churches vould .upply the material . But the Korea church 

vaa broke, and the e.timated need vaa 51 , 000 , 000. But 

the bilhopa told American Meth~iam about it . One a~ay 

va. deaigoated lorean Reliet Sunday; and Methodi.t people 

contributed $1,500 ,000 . - With one 8troke, the ~eople 

called Methodist , becau.e of their organisation, rebuilt 

a national Methodi·t church . 

4 . Whatla good about the Methodi.t Churchf It. mil

sionary program. 

The Methodist Church haa been a mi,.ionary churoh. & 

ur mi,sionarie, go with a lOng in their heartl, thi~ing 

of their mi. ,on a. a joy instead of a I.crifice . 
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What 1s a missionary like. Let bishop Gerald Kennedy ' 

tell you: 'INothing needs correction more thn the world ' s 

picture of a missionary . To many people, he is a sentimen

tal. impractical dreamer who is not too bright . His childr 

are pci tured a frustrated youngster who never have a good 

time . Brother you could never be more mistaken. 

~The missionaries Iknow are not only preachers but 

men who can repair a roof , over haul a motor , or perform 

an operation . They are t he most resourceful people I~ve 

met . Their wives are charQing, and thir children happy and 

at t ractive . In my book they are Christian leadership at 

its best. Business would pay any price to get such people 

to represent it in faraway places . Yet they serve the 

church for a financial pittiance and never com lal8. 

IIIf you are looking for the greatest investment in the 

world, I offer you the missionary enterprize of the Metho

diet church. Its greatness is created and guarna teed by 

the mOst wonder ful people in the world , our missionaries . 

5. What ' s good about the Methodist Church? I ts 

hopefulnese . 

John WeBley often said , !lBest of all , God 18 with us ll 

Those are t he words of a hopeful optimistic Christian. 



UBest of all , God is with usu (j 
Harry Emerson Fosdick in a book entitled, lIJ.he Manhood 

of the MasterU said , uJeaus believed in somethint,: better 

to come. He threw himself into the cause of t e future ll 

So Methodism is dedicated to marcj forward with Christ . 

Instead of magnifj1ng manls depravity. true Methodisrm 

has always emphasised manls opportunities . The Methodist 

revival was so successful in England because Wesley brougb 

the Christian message of hope to the downtrodden. The mine: 

and others had been tol~ so long that they were scum, they 

believed it . For the first time in their lives, with the 

coming of Methodism, they were told that they had been mad 

in the image of God, and that Christ died for them, too . 

It is wrong to put too much emphasis on man l s depravity. 

Sin is real , of course . No one knows that better than a 

minister who fights with it every day. But manls possi

bilies are real too. Wesley said, nl~ 1s not a house of 

clay but a mortal s pirit mace in the imEge ol God - a 

spirit of infinitely more value thna the whole earthll 

You keep talling people over and over again that they 

are hopeless sinners, and pretty soon they lll believe you 

and act like sinners. But thank God for the me88~ of 
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the New Teltament: "Nov we are tbe lonl of God and 1t doth , 

not yeat appear vbat ve shall be" That wal tbe message of 

Methodi•• from it. begina ing . 

During the World War II and ~eican stopped to buy 

a paper from a Lond oner. "What' I the ne • • tonight' It He 

alked the paper .eller . The man laid , "I don' t know, 

never read the paper., beeau ' e I ~ov we ' ll vin in the 

eM." That old newlman Blat bave been a Method1lt . 

The Methodist Church doe. not aay that the future 11 

ealY - but it il .aying that God 11 great . He 1. our 

hope . 

6. What ' . good about the Methodilt church' It. empba. 

IiI on action - - living. 

Bilhop Ensley laYl , "Methodiltl are not , generally 

speaking , theologianl. We are actiTi.ts rather than Ipec

tatorl lt • 

Chas Welley put it veIl in the hymn: 

To .erve the pre••nt age, 

My call1n& to fulfill 


o 	l18.y it all ay powers engage 
to do -1 malter'. will. 

To do ~ ma.ter's will . That'. vhat we are here for . 

Someone ha. augg••ted that we need more people with Ch.D . 

degrees . Now, what i, a CH.t . We know that a ~h.D . i_ a 

http:actiTi.ts
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~oetor of philo.ophy. But • Ch .D. i. a doctor ot eharact

er . Yes , ye nee~ more Ch .D. I. 

Dr. Roy L. Smith in a recent book rainl the question, 

"Do ye really belie...e in God,lI. He goe. on to .ay that~ 

there are u:any vho cUim they belie...e in God, then tlnlrn 

right arO'J..Ild and l1 ...e al i ' there vere not God . 
" 

Methodi.tl beli.ve in God, and ve belie",. that ve .hou 

li ...e aa God vanta Ut to li",e . 

A man from Philadelphia val on vacation in the ve.t ~ 

one time. He ItOpped to I.e the grand canyon. ae had never 

I.en it before . Ae bad ••en picture., but the picture. 

vere inadequate. Nov that be yal there he val aved by the 

light. For .e...eral minute I be Itood looking at it 1n li

lence. Then h. turned to a friend and said; "Something 

muat have happened here" 

When ye lee a follower of Jelul "letting ht. light 

shine before menZ ve feel the aame way. Ve eel like lay

ing "SomethlIl1 lIlut haTe happened here. So ething wonder

tul IIl1lt have taken place in that life. 

We Methodilt. believe that it lomething wondetul 

baa happened to UI , it will .how up in our li...e • • 

http:Methodi.tl


What's good about the Methodist Church? I repeat : 

l. It. emphasis on a personal Christian e~erience 
5oc.Ili Cai\~IOwH.. e.o;" 

2 . The nour iahment it gives its members 

3. Ita organization , its connectional ism 

4. It. missionary program 


5· Its hopefulness 


6. It. emphasis on act ion - - 1 i v1.ng. 


